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Battalion Chief Response

| Joint Policy #: 2-1 | Updated: 3/15/21 | Effective: 2/19/15 |
PURPOSE
A. To mobilize a second Chief Officer to any structure or wildland fire within
the response areas of Medford Fire Department or Fire District 3.
B. To provide a Safety Officer on all 2n@ alarm or greater incidents.
C. To provide continuity of Chief coverage within both response areas.
STANDARDS

A. Two Battalion Chiefs (or a Duty Officer) will be dispatched to any structure
or wildland fire occurring within the jurisdiction of MFD or FD3 utilizing the
normal CAD dispatching procedure.

B. On first alarm incidents, the primary responsibility of the 2nd Chief Officer is
to ensure initial continuity of coverage and remain in a geographic
position to respond and act as the Battalion Chief for all matters
pertaining to either service area. Upon assuming responsibility for the
Districts, the 2nd Chief Officer will:

1. Ensure continuity of coverage for the service area including,
recommended move-ups, special calling resources or activation of
emergency cadllback of volunteer or Career personnel as needed.

2. Attempt to maintain a minimum of 4 engines (3-4 person) within the
FD3/MFR system. When 6 or fewer engines are available, the
following guideline should be utilized:

Engines in Stations to Staff

the system
1 FS5's area (Medford City Center)
2 FS2/3, TR
3 FS2/3, FS4/5, WC
4 FS2/3, FS4/5, CP/SC, WC/EP
5 FS2, FS3, FS5, CP/SC, WC/EP
6 F52, B33, F$§, CP/SC, WC, EP
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3. Remain in a position to respond and act as the Battalion Chief for
all matters pertaining to service area coverage including response
to other incidents where the regularly assigned Battalion Chief
would have been dispatched.

Cs If the Incident Commander determines that the incident requires a 2nd
Chief Officer, they will be directed to respond in. If the second Battalion
Chief commits to an incident they shall activate the Duty Officer. The 2nd
responding Battalion Chief should not fully commit to the incident until
they have made a formal handoff of the Districts to the Duty Officer.

D. The second Chief Officer shall respond to the incident on all 279 alarm or
greater incidents or if requested.

E. An emphasis should be placed on the 2nd arriving Chief Officer filling the
Safety Officer Role. The Safety Officer role is critical during suppression
and post-extinguishment activities; consideration of filling the Safety Role
should be evaluated on all structure fires.

F. The second Chief Officer may be assigned a different role if the Safety
Officer role is already filled or a higher priority has been identified by the
Incident Commander.

G. If the Incident Commander determines that the incident does not require
a 2nd Chief Officer, they will normally return to coverage and coordinate
with the Duty Officer fo manage resources in both Districts.
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